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Ludwig Schulze of New York,
New York, clearly believes

in preparing for anything the
road may throw his way. A few
highlights: “Earplugs: to mini-
mize the noise from my own
snoring. Shoe-shine sponge:
for a quick cleaning before a
meeting. Apple iPod: all of my
music. I'm in the bad habit of
forgetting my iPod after wak-
ing up from a long flight (too
much Tylenol PM?), so this is
my third. To the people who
have been lucky enough to
finel the last two, 1 hope you're
enjoying my musical taste.
FujiFilm Universal Adapter: the
most universal one I've found.
It works on every continent
and in most every modern
outlet. Laptop Cable Lock: by
PC Guardian, for hotel rooms
without a safe. My Nokia Blue-
tooth headset: allows me to
talk hands-free with my wife
while jogging to my flight”

94  AMERICAN WAY

G

My diving trip into the San
Antonio cenote, a cave in
the Yucatan jungle, was
exhilarating. The almost-
unexplored cave, two
hours in the middle of the
jungle, was used by the
Mayans as a sacrificial
site, Being lowered by a
rope into this cave and
having contact with the
outside world only through
a small hole in its roof,

80 feet from the water's
surface, puts things in
perspective. Life depends
on a thin nylon rope.
Diving 80 feet farther
| toward the bottom of the
| cave added to the excite-

ment. Finding many human

Q My ultimate workplace would be on a sunny beach. All 1 need

is a lounge chai small table for a laptop computer, anda
rum drink (garnished with an umbrella, of course). 1 would
be sitting by a palm tree that stretches toward the transpar-
ent blue waters of the sea, as if to suggest thal 1 should be

doing the same. — Paul Gewirtz, Hoboken, New Jersey
[Editor's note: We assume Paul is taking a break here with a
“coworker"?]

AC
fices is the way to “feel”
history. — Ivan Schuller,
| La Jolla, California

Economist |
i |

Trying to tell someone you travel the waorld phatographing hippos in zoos for a living is like trying
to explain why you like to wear your underwear on the outside of your clothing. It's just not a
normal thing to say. When 1 first accepted this job, my mother thought T was nuts. Ahead of me
lay some 33 countries, five continents, almost 100 zoos, and 283 hippos. As | racked up airline
miles abroad, T quickly lost all [sense] of who 1 was before this adventure began, and I became
known solely as "the hippo girl." — Sarah Galbraith, Centre Island, New York

DECEMBER 15 2005
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Whale shark



Pete, Ivan, Dan, Jaime,
Manuela, Travis and
Lisa (from San Diego),
the mom and her
daughter (that lvan
chewed out), and the
crew leave from the
marina under the
GIANT Mexican flag
that you can see from
everywhere in Cancun
to search for whale
sharks.







The whale shark--about 10 m long
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Me, Jaime, and the shark
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His tail, one of the
two pictures Travis
(e]0] ¢







I'm tired!
And so is
Petel







The other Travis
picture.
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[ Hsiyu Hsiang Data ]
Total Area: 18.7148 sq. km.

Administrative division ; 11 villages
Population Approx. : 8,500

12 3 o
TolIsiE rr| Fortress on Hsiyu (weslt island) i ”
Lighthouse of Hsiyu Island :
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Whale Cave

JINFHIL Heiaomen fsland

Erkan Old residence area
{Chan Family ancient housing)

2 EEEEETL

siyu Hsiang is situated to the west of

Penghu proper (including Makung City,
Huhsi Hsiang and Paisha Hsiang). It is
connected to Paisha Hsiang via the Trans-
Ocean Bridge. Hsiyu Hsiang includes Yuweng
and Hsiaomen Islands. It consists mainly of
basalt rock, with a rising and falling topography
of basalt hills. The coastline is one of Hsiyu
natural resources.

The development of Hsiyu was begun
during the Yuan dynasty with the establishment
of a military patrol station. It fell under the
jurisdiction of Quanzhou Jinjiang county in
Fujian province. When the early settlers reached
Penghu they had to travel along the island due
to the whirlpools created by the westward
current. After having rounded the island, the
settlers would therefore stop at the sandy bay of
Neian to pray to Kuanyin and Matsu for safe
continuation of the journey. They would also
stock up on fresh water and make inquiries into
water flow before setting sail to continue to
Makung Harbor or further on to Taiwan.
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A VIDA MARINHA EM
FERNANDO DE NORONHA
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"ARTAGENA

INFORMACION Y RESERVAS

HoreL SAnTA CLARA

CARTAGENA DE INDIAS

Calle del Torno, Barrio San Diego
Cartagena de Indias Colombia.
Teléfono: (57)(5) 664 6070
Fax: (57)(5) 664 7010

SANTAFE DE BOGOTA

Carrera 13 #82 - 74 Piso 2
Teléfono (57)(1) 636 3230
Fax: (57)(1) 256 8841
NATIONAL TOLL FREE: 9800 - 53233
E-Mail: santaclara@ctgred.net.co
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'
ACTIVIDADES: HOTEL CARIBE LOCAL # 9 TELS. (57-5) 665351
ACTIVITIES: 6650155 Ext. 8005 - FAX: (57-5) 6653707
CARTAGENA - COLOMBIA
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Itha de Fernando

de Noronha

Dicas de Fernando de Noronha

4 Passeios opcionais s6 confirmados ¢ Todos os

mediante pagamentos antecipados.

¢ Todos os nossos passeios ¢ Por

obedecem as leis de wsiia'\iéo
estabelecidos pelo IBAMA
+A LUCK RECEPTIVO nao se
responsabiliza por passeios
opcionais realizados por terceiros.
* Esteja pronto em frente ao local de
ospedagem, esperando nosso
veiculo para inicio do passeio, no
horario marcado.
¢ Cancelamentos com direito a
devolugdo integral deverdo ser
feitos com 24 horas de
antecedéncia. com 12 horas de
antecedéncia a devolugio sera de
50% e com menos de 12 horas ndo
havera devolugao.

ATALAIA EMPREENDIMENTOS
T ro,

Fernando de Noronha - PE

CEP:53.999-00

Caixa Postal 65

PABX:(81)619.1328
hat@luch yatt, -com.br

nNossos ssejos tem
acompanhamento de guia local.
motivo de seguranga,
sugerimos seguir as orientagoes
dos guias, respeitar as leis do
pargue e os seus limites fisicos.

4+ Aconselhamos lD uso de ténis e

protetor solar.

+ Quem comBra o passeio ao

MIRANTE DOS GOLFINHOS
estara contribuindo com o projeto
Golfinho Rotador, pois parte da
renda deste & destinada ao Centro
Golfinho de Pesquisas.
Cancelamento e remarcacgbes de
passeios s0 poderdo ser feitos
através de nossa central de
iatendllmanto, & nunca com os guias
ocais.

LU C KReceptivo

Fernande de Noronha

UM NOME COM MUITA BAGAGEM
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Diving & Snorkeling

Belize

INCLUDES TOP DIVE SITES ON AMBERGRIS CAYE, LIGHTHOUSE REEF,
GLOVER'S REEF & TURNEFFE ATOLL
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Altun Ha

Succassiully Beliza's most famous Mayan ruin
manal was & rich, important trading town.

L
An impressive archaoological
roserve on the Now River Lagoon.

Hol Chan Marine

An excellent shallow dive and
snorkeling maring park.

MEXICO

Bermudian Land|
Community

net Yy
A protected habitat for the:
ondangered black howler monkey.
N W‘C'«k

- Blue Hole
B v s e |

Belize Zoo
Home 1o indigencus cats and
- animals like the Baird's Tapir,
Balize’s national animal,

GUATEMALA

Hall Moon Caye

7N = Y Home of the endangered | "

Shark Encount:

For the adventurous diver,

Lubaantun

P St T

GUATEMALA
HONDURAS

88 wW|



74 Lighthouse Reef Dive Sites

23 Blue Hole

The origin of Blue Hole dates back to an
ice age about 15,000 years ago. Enough sea
water was frozen in glaciers during this
time to lower sea level more than 350 ft,
exposing the limestones of Lighthouse
Reef. Huge subterranean caverns formed
when fresh water flowed through the lime-
stone deposits. Since then, the roof of the
cavern has collapsed to form the sinkhole.

Made famous by a Jacques Cousteau’s
1970 Calypso expedition, Blue Hole is
one of the best known dive sites in Belize.
It is a circular, deep depression in the
center of more than 75 sq miles of shal-
low, blue-green water. Its diameter at the
rim measures 1,045 ft, whereas its maxi-
mum depth is 412 ft. Except for two
narrow passages on the eastern and north-
ern rims, Blue Hole is completely rimmed
by living coral.

For the advanced diver this site is well
worth the trip. You should plan to dive
either the north or south side to a depth
of 100-150 ft where the shallowest cave

Typical Depth Range:
5-412 ft (2 to 126 meters) to
unlimited (wally
Typical Current Conditions: None
Typical Visibility: 100 ft (30 meters)
Expertise Required: Advanced

features are found. Begin your dive by
snorkeling to the coral rim. This serves two
purposes: first, it conserves air, and second,
it provides an opportunity to get everyone
making the dive together before you
descend. Your no-decompression bottom
time is short at the planned depths so it is
best to snorkel toward the center to Blue
Hole, just beyond the vertical wall, before
descending.

A good way of maintaining your ori-
entation during descent is to stay reason-

The combination of shallow reef and deep water makes the Blue Hole great for both
diving and snorkeling.






Lighthouse Reef Dive Sites 75

Large stalactities in a dimly lit cavern are sculptured by thousands of years of
geological change.

ably close to the wall. As you descend,
you will notice that the wall crests between
40-55 ftand cor
a depth of 90-100 ft before receding at a
55% angle. The resulting overhang forms a

nues as a vertical cliff to

cavern ceiling from which hang stalac-
tites more than 3 ft in diameter and up to
20 ft in length. Also found adorning the
ceiling are numerous dripstone pillows.
More than 50 ft below the crest of the
ceiling, the cave floor is riddled with a
collection of fallen stalactites, muddy sed-
iment and an opening to a cave system.
Surprisingly, the dimly lit walls of the cav-
ern are covered by a variety of filamentous
green algae, boring sponges and encrust-
ing worms. Little other marine life appears
present in the cavern, but the walls above
are covered with cornflake algae and iso-
lated growths of gorgonians. Sharks and
turtles may be found here, but their
presence in Blue Hole is unpredictable.

Marine life in Blue Hole and on the

broad muddy sand slope that surrounds it

is rather dismal, comparitive to other sites
in Belize. Algae and encrusting sponges
mantle the walls to depth. Scattered
growths of unhealthy stony coral rim the
wall and occur scattered across the broad,
muddy sand slope between the wall and
shallow reefs. Most corals are heavily

encrusted by red algae, hydroids and gor-

The only other conspicuous

gonians
organisms here are shaving brush and
mermaid’s fan algae.

The most varied and lush marine life
is found on the coral reefs that rim the
perimeter of Blue Hole. The reefs occur
in only a few feet of water, making them
excellent for snorkeling. Stands of
elkhorn, club finger and shallow-water
starlet corals, giant green anemones and
arious urchins occupy the shallow lagoon
habitat.









